
B E S 

Be'rgmote. n.f. [of bepj, a mountain, and more, a meeting, 
Saxon.] A court held upon a hill for deciding controverfies 
among the Dcrbyfhire miners. Blount. 

To Berhy'me. v. a. [from rhyme . ] To celebrate in rhyme, or 
verfes : a word contempt. 

Now is he for the numbers that Petrarch flow’d in : Laura to 
his lady was but a kitchen wench ; marry, lhe had a better 
love to berhyme her. Shakcfp. Romeo and Juliet. 

I fought no homage from the race that write ; 

I kept, like Afian pionarchs, from their fight : 

Poems I heeded, now berhymed fo long. 

No more than thou, great George ! a birthday fong. Pope. 
Berli'k. n.f. [from Berlin, the city where they were firfl made.] 
A coach of a particular form. 

Beware of Latin authors all ! 

Nor think your verfes flcrling. 

Though with a golden pen you fcrawl. 

And fcribble in a berlin. Swift. 

BERME. n.f. [Fr. In fortification.] A fpace of ground three, 
four, or five feet wide, left without between the foot of the 
rampart and the fide of the mote, to prevent the earth from 
falling down into the mote ; and fometimes it is palifadoed. . 

Harris. 

To Bero'b. v. a. [from rob . ] To rob ; to plunder ; to wrong 
any, by taking away fomething from him by Health or vio- 
lence. 

She faid, ah dcarefl lord ! what evil flar 
On you hath frown’d, and pour’d his influence bad, 

That of yourfelf you thus berobbed are. Fairy Queen, b. viii. 
BE'RRY. n. f. [bejuj, Sax. from bepan, to bear.] Any fmall 
fruit, with many feeds or fmall Hones. 

She fmote the ground, the which flraight forth did yield 
A fruitful olive tree, with berries fpread. 

That all the gods admir’d. Spenf Muiopotmos. 

The flrawberry grows underneath the nettle, 

And wholefome berries thrive and ripen befl. 

Neighbour’d by fruit of bafcfl quality. Shakefp. Henry \ . 
To Be'rry. v. n. [from the noun.] 1 o bear berries. 


Be'rry-bearing Cedar, [eedrus baccifcra.} 

The leaves are fquamofc, fomewhat like thofe of the cyprefs. 
The katkins, or male flowers, are produced at remote diflances 
from the fruit on the fame tree. The fruit is a berry, inclof- 
in«r three hard feeds in each. The fpecics are, i . I he yellow 
berry-bearing cedar. 2 . The Phoenician cedar. Thefe trees are 
propagated by fowing their berries, which are brought from t le 
Streights, in boxes of light fandy earth ; but they are at pre- 
fent very rare, and only to be found in fomc curious old collec- 
tions. The wood is of great ufe in the Levant, is large tim- 
ber, and may be thought the fhittim-wood mentioned in the 
Scripture, of which many of the ornaments to the famous tem- 
ple of Solomon were made. It is accounted excellent for carv- 
ing, and efleemed equal almofl to any fort of timber for its 
, , * r Millar * 

durablcncls. 

Be'rry-bearing Orach. See Mulberry blight. 

Bert, is the fame with out bright-, in the Latin, illufins and 
Jams. So Ecbcrt, eternally famous, o. bright ; 
eonquerour. And fhe who was termed by the Germans Bertha, 
was by the Greeks called Eudoxia, as is obferved by Lmtprandus. 
Of the fame fort were thefe, Phadrus, Epthamus, Phot, us, 
Lampridius , Fulgent! us, llluflrius. Gthfm s Camden. 

Berth, n.f [with failors.] See Birth. , ,, 

Bf.'rtram. n.f. [ pyrethrum , Lat.] A fort of herb, called a fo 

Bz'fvT'n.f' Yberylhs, Lat.] A kind of precious Hone. 

May thv billows roul afhore 

The beryl and the golden ore. Milton. 

The beryl of our lapidaries is only a fine fort of cornelian, 
of a more deep bright red, fometimes with a caH of yellow, 

and more tranfparent than the common cornelian. 

“ v Woodward's Method of Foffls. 

To Bf scr e'en. *. [from fereen.] To cover with a fereen ; 

to flicker ; to conceal. 

What man art thou, that thus befereend in night. 

So HumbleH on my counfel ? Shakcfp Romeo and Juliet 
To Bese'ech. v. < 7 - pret. I befoUght, I have befought. [from pc- 

j.To’emrea^toTup^cate] to implore; fometimes before a 

PC lZfeech you, Sir, pardon me; it is only a letter from my 
. .j ' r t u at I have not all over-read. Shakefp. King Lea, . 

I befeech thee for my fon Onefimus, whom I ha ^g^n.n 

mv bonds. , - . 

I, in the anguifh of my heart, befeech you 
! E ,”t the dreadful /urpofe of your foul. MJm < C.„. 
■7 To bee; to a(k ; before a thing. 

2,1 g But Eve fell humble, and befought 

His peace, and thus proceeded in her piaint.Pro-.L^/'.x. 
Before I come to them, I befeech your patience, whilHI 
fneak fomething to out felves here prefent. -P 

ToWTm. A Dutch] To become ; to be fit; 

WhMforotof fpccch, or behaviour, Irfiimab us in our pray- 


B E S 

ers to Almighty God ? Hooker, b. v. $ u. 

This overflight 

Befeems thee not, in whom fuch virtues flpring. 

Fairfax , b. i. flanz. 78. 
Verona’s ancient citizens 
CaH by their brave befeeming ornaments. 

Shakefp. Romeo and Juliet. 
What thoughts he had, befeems not me to fay ; 

Though fomc flurmife he went to fafl and pray. Dryden. 
Bese'en. parti Ftp. [from befe. Skinner. This word I have only 
found in Spenfer.} Adapted ; adjuHed ; becoming. 

Forth came that ancient lord and aged queen, 

Armed in antique robes down to the ground. 

And fad habiliments, right well befeen. Fairy Queen, b. i. 
To Bese't. v. a. pret. IbeJ'et-, I have befet. [bepttan, Sax,] 

1 . To befliege ; to hem in ; to inclofe, as with a ftege. 

Follow him that’s fled ; 

The thicket is beft, he cannot ’fcape. Shakef. T. G. of Vcr. 

Now, Caeflar, let thy troops befet our gates. 

And barr each avenue 

Cato fliall open to himflelf a paflage. Addifon's Cato. 

I know thou look’fl on me, as on a wretch 
Befet with ills, and cover’d with misfortunes. Addif. Cate. 

2. To embarrafls ; to perplex ; to entangle without any means of 
efcape. 

Now, daughter Sylvia, you are hard befet. 

Shakefp. Two Gentlemen of Verona. 
Thus Adam, fore befet , rcply’d. Milton s Par. Lojl, b. x. 
Sure, or I read her viflage much amifls. 

Or grief befets her hard. Rowe’s Jane Shore. 

We° be in this world befet with fundry uneafinefles, diflradled 
with different defires. Locke. 

3. To waylay ; to furround. 

Draw forth thy weapon ; we’re befet with thieves ; 
Reflcue thy miffrefls. Shakcjp. Taming of the Shrew. 

The only righteous in a world perverfe, 

And therefore hated, therefore fo befet 
With foes, for daring Angle to be juff. Paradife Lojl , b. xi. 
True fortitude I take to be the quiet pofleffion of a man’s felf, 
and an undiffurbed doing his duty, whatever evil befets , or dan- 
ger lies in his way. Locke. 

4. To fall upon ; to harrafs. 

But they him fpying, both with greedy force 
At once upon him ran, and him bejet 
With Hrokes of mortal Heel. Fairy Queen, b. ii. cant. ii. 
To Beshre'w. v. a. [The original of this word is fomewhat ob- 
feure; as it evidently implies to wi/b ill, fomc derive it from 
befehryen , Germ, to enchant. Topfel, in his Book of Animals , 
deduces it from the Jhrew moufe, an animal, fays he, fo poifo- 
nous, that its bite is a flevere curfc. A Jhrew likewife figmfies 
a fcolding woman ; but its origin is not known.] 

1 . To wifh a curie to. 

Nay, quoth the cock ; but I bejhrew us both, 

If I believe a faint upon his oath. Dryden s Fables* 

2. To happen ill to. 

Bejhrew thee, couflin, which did’H lead me forth ^ 

Of that fweet way I was in to deflpair. Shakefp. Richard H. 

Now much bejhrew my manners, and my pride, 

If Hermia meant to flay Lyflandcr lied. Shakefp. 


Pope’s St. Cacilia. 


Besi de. Xp rc p . [from A’ and fde.] 

Besi'des. y r L 

1. At the fide of another ; near. 

Befide the hearfe a fruitful palmtrec grows. 

Ennobled fince by this great funeral. Fairfax, b.xw.fi. J 2 . 
He caufed me to fit down befide him. Bacon's A. Atlantis. 

At his right hand. Victory . 

Sat eaglc-wing’d : befide him hung his bow. Par. Lojl, b. vu 
Fair Lavinia fled the fire 

Before the gods, and Hood befide her fire. Dryden' s /Eneid. 

Fair is the kingcup that in meadow blows ; 

Fair is the daify that befide her grows. Gay s Pajlorats. 

Now under hanging mountains, 

Befide the falls of fountains, 

Unheard, unknown. 

He makes his moan. 

2. Over and above. 

Doubtlefs, in man there is a nature found, 

S "»”m be lure there were greet numbers 
learned men, befide thofe whofc names are in the chnff.an 
cotJs. who took care ,0 

Precepts of morality, befides the natural corruption of our 
tentpets, arc abl!raa«l from ^ „ thtGlcr Ah. 

3. Not according to, though not contrary ; as wc <•’•}’> ° me 
things are befide nature, fome are contrary to rture 

The Stoicks did hold a neccl&ry connexion of caufcs , 
they believed, that God doth aft prater & coni, a ”«***> 

2 J 
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fWs and againft nature. Bramhatl agsvtfl Hobbe,. 

J Vo fay a thing is a chance, as it relates to fecond caufcs, lig- 
nifies no more, than that there are fome events befide the know- 
ledge, purpofe, expectation, and power of fecond caufcs .South. 
Providence often difpofes of things by a method beJtJe. 


South. 


above the difcovcrics of man’s reafon. 

It is befide my prefent bufinefs to enlarge upon this lpecula- 
J Locke* 


non. 

, Out of ; 


in a Hate of deviating from. 

You are too wilful blame, 

And, fince your coming here, have done JT rV - 

Enough to put him quite befides his patience. Shakcjp. ri. 1 • 
Of vagabonds wc fay, 

That they are ne’er befide their way. Hudibras, cant. 1. 
Thefe may ferve as landmarks, to thew what lies in the di- 
rect way of truth, or is quite befides it. Loike. 

c. Before a reciprocal pronoun, out of ; as, befide hirnfelf ; out or 
the order of rational beings ; out of his wits. 

They be carried befides themfielves, to whom the dignity of 
publick prayer doth not difeover fomewhat more fitncls in men 
of gravity, than in children. Hooker , b. ii. § 3 * • 

“ Only be patient, till we have appeas’d 
The multitude, befide themfelves with fear. Shakefp. J ■ Caf. 
Feftus faid with a loud voice, Paul, thou art befide thyfidf: 
much learning doth make thee mad. Aits, xxvi. 24. 

£ eside ’ lack,. 

Besides. J 

1. More than that ; over and above. 

If Cailio do remain, 

He hath a daily beauty in his life, 

That makes me ugly ; and, befides, the Moor 

May unfold me to him ; there Hand I in peril. Othello. 

Befides, you know not, while you here attend, 

Th’ unworthy fate of your unhappy friend. Dryden' s /. En . 
That man that doth not know thofe things, which arc of nc- 
ceflity for him to know, is but an ignorant man, whatever he 
may know befides. Ttllotfon, Jinn. i. 

Some wondered, that the Turk never attacks this treafury. 
But, befides, that lie has attempted it formerly with no fuccefls, 
it is certain the Venetians keep too watchful an eye. 

Addifion's Remarks on Italy. 

2. Notin this number; beyond this clafs; not included here. 

And die men laid unto Lot, hafl thou here any befides ? 

Genefis, xix. 12. 

Oudaws and robbers, who break with all the world befides, 
mufi keep faith among themfelves. Locke, 

All that we feel of it, begins and ends 
In the fmall circle of our foes or friends ; 

To all befide as much an empty fhade, 

An Eugene living, as a Ciefar dead. Pope's EJfiay on Man. 

And dead, as living, ’tis our author’s pride 
Still to charm thofe who charm the world befide. Pope. 
Besi'dery. n.f. A fpecics of pear, which fee. 

To Besi'ege. v. a. [from fiege.] To beleaguer; to lay fiege 
to ; to befet with armed forces ; to endeavour to win a town 
or fortrefs, by furrounding it with an army, and forcing the 
defendants, cidicr by violence or famine, to give admiflion. 

And he fliall befiege thee in all thy gates, until thy high and 
fenced walls come down. Dcut. xxviii. 52. 

1 he queen, with all the northern carls and lords. 

Intend hereto befiege you in your cafile. Shakefp. Henry VI. 
Besi'f.ger. n. f. [irom hefeegc.~\ One employed in a fiege. 
There is hardly a town taken, in the common forms, where 
the befiegers have not the worfe of the bargain. Swift. 

Fo Bkslu beer. -j. a. [from Jlui<bcr.~\ Todawb; to fmear. 

He periuaded us to tickle our nofes with fpeargrafs, and make 
them bleed ; and then befiubber our garments with it, and fwear 
it was the blood of true men. Shakcjp. Henry IV. 

To Besme'ar. v. a. [from fmear.'} 

1. i o bedawb; to overfpread with fomething that Hicks on. 

He lay as in a dream of deep delight, 

Bejmear d with precious balm, whofe virtuous might 
Did heal his wounds. Fairy Queen , b. i. cant. ii. 

1 hat face of his I do remember well ; 

Yet when I faw it lafl, it was befimeard 
A sbkbs Vu b,. Shakefp. Twelfth Nigh. 

r lrit Moloch ! horrid king ! bef, near'd with blood 
Of human flacrifice, and parents tears. Paradife Lojl, b. i. 

tier tainting hand let fall the fword, befmear’ d 
With blood. Sir J. Denham. 

Her gulbing blood the pavement all befmear' d. Dryden. 

2 . To foil ; to foul. 

My honour would not let ingratitude 
So much befmear it. " Shakefp. Merchant of Venice. 

To Besmi rch. «. *. To foil ; to difcolour. 

Perhaps he loves you now. 

And now no foil of cautcl doth befmirch 

The virtue of Tis will. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

w u , ur gtynefs, and our gilt, are all bef, lurch'd 

Tn p c c ‘ th r ai,, y marchm g in the painful field. Shakefp. Henry V 
To Besmo kr. v. a. [from finoke.} JF * 

1. Fo foul with finoke. 
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S i / [taji, bcjU Saxon.] An niltrnmcm re Ivvccp 

W Bacon commended nn old man that fold ttfim,: M'roud 
young fellow came to him for a bejom upon truH ; tnc out ma 
fluid, borrow of thy back and belly, they will never afle thee a- 
gain ; I fliall dun thee every day. Bacon s 

b T w ;fl fweep it with the befom of deHruaion, faith the Lord 
of hofls Ifaiah, xiv. 22. 

To Beso'rt. v. a. [from fort.} To fluit ; to fit; to become. 

Such men as may befort your age. 

And know themfelves and you. Shakefp. King Lear. 

Beso'rt. n.f. [from the verb.] Company; attendance; tram. 

I crave fit difpofition for my wife. 

With fuch accommodation and befort. 

As levels with her breeding. Shakefp. Othello. 

To Beso't. v. a. [from Jot. } - 

1. ’Fo infatuate ; to Aupify ; to dull ; to take away the flenfles. 

Swinifli gluttony 

Ne’er looks to heav’n amidfl his gorgeous fcaH, 

But, with befitted bafe ingratitude. 

Crams and blafphemes his feeder. Milton. 

Or fools befitted with their crimes, 

That know not how to fliift betimes. Hudibras, p.u i. <r. u. 
He is befitted, and has loH his reafon ; and what then can 
there be for religion to take hold of him by. South. 

2. To make to doat. 

Paris, you fpeak 

Like one befitted on your fweet delights. 

Shakcjp. T roilus and Crejfida . 

Truft not thy beauty ; but rcHore the prize. 

Which he, befiotted on that face and eyes. 

Would rend from us. Dryden’ s Fables. 

Beso'ught. [part. pajjive of befeech-, which fee.] 

Haflcn to appeafe 
Th’ incenfed Father, and th’ incenfed Son, 

While pardon may be found, in time befought. 

Milt. Paradife Lojl , b. v. 1 . 848. 

To Bespa'ncle. v. a. [from fpangle.} To adorn with flpan- 
glcs ; to bcfprinkle with fomething fhining. 

Not Berenice’s locks firH rofe fo bright. 

The heav’ns bejpangling with diflievell’d light. Pope. 

To Bespa'tter. v. a. [from /patter.} To foil by throwing 
filth ; to fpot or fprinkle with dirt or water. 

Thofe who will not take vice into their bofoms, fliall yet 
have it bcfpatter theirfaces. Government of the Tongue , § 5. 

His weapons are the fame which women and children ufe ; 
a pin to fcratch, and a fquirt to befipatter. Swift, lett. lxix. 

Fair Britain, in the monarch bleH, 

Whom never faction could befipatter. Swift. 

To Bespa'wl. v. a. [from fpawl.} To dawbwith fpittle. 

To Bespe'ak. v. a. I befpoke, or befpake ; I have befpoke , or be- 
fpoken. [from /peak.} 

1. To order, or entreat any thing beforehand, or againH a future 
time. 

If you will marry, make your loves to me ; 

My lady is befpoke. Shakefp. King Lear, 

Here is the cap your worihip did befpeak. 

Shakcfp. Taming of the Shrew. 
When Baboon came to Strutt’s cflate, his tradclmen waited 
upon him, to befpeak his cuflom. Arbuthnot's Hifi. of J. Bull. 

A heavy writer was to be encouraged, and accordingly many 
thoufand copies were befpoke. Swift. 

2. To make way by a previous apology. 

My preface looks as if I were afraid of my reader, by fo te- 
dious a befpeaking of him. " Diyden. 

To forebode ; to tell fomething beforehand. 



Dryden. 


chiefly poetical. 

With hearty words her knight (he ’gan to chear. 

And, in her modeH manner, thus befpake. 

Dear knight. Fairy Queen, b. i. cant. i. flanz. 8 . 

At length with indignation thus he broke 
His awful filence, and the powers befpoke. 

Then Haring on her with a ghalliy look. 

And hollow voice, he thus the queen befpoke. Dryden 

5. To betoken; to fhew. J 

When the abbot of St. Martin was born, he had fo little of 
the figure of a man, that it befpoke him rather a monfler. Locke. 
He has difpatch’d me hence, 

W ith orders that befpeak a mind compos’d. Addifion's Cato. 
Bespeaker. n.f [from befpeak.} He that befpeaks any thing 
I hey mean not with love to the bejpeaker of the work but 
delight m the work itfelf. Wotton's Architeflure 

To Bespe'ckle. *. *. [from fpeckle.} To mark with fpccklesi 

"Eo dawb with fpew or vomit, 
.. .. Fo feafon with Apices. 

. Fhou might’ll befipice a cup 

1 O give mine enemy alafling wink. Shakefp. Winter' sTaU. 

To 


or fpots. 

To Bespe'w. 
To Bespi'ce 


v. a. [from fpew. ] 
v. a. [from fipice.} 
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